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PREFACE 


T was significant and appropriate that the first session of 
| the Conference on Mobilization of Manpower, sponsored 
by the Academy of Political Science, was devoted to a 
discussion of the role of women in the war effort. Despite the 
rapidly increasing numbers of Waacs and Waves and Spars and 
Marines, the vast potential womanpower of the nation has not 
yet been enrolled “for the duration”. Present achievement is 
impressive, but it must be surpassed. That fact cannot escape 
the readers of the following pages, richly furnished, as they 
are, with the illuminating comments of representative leaders 
in industry, in government and in the military services. 

But the mobilization of our human resources, in “ Pressing 
the Fight for Freedom’’, involves far more than the substitution 
of women for men in essential positions to meet the demands 
of total war. It raises persistent questions concerning quality 
as well as quantity. How fully are we utilizing the manpower 
already mobilized? Are we securing maximum production 
from the skills now available? Can we put 11,000,000 into 
the armed forces, and maintain our civilian economy, without 
resorting to a general compulsory service act? At a time 
when such questions compel national consideration, when the 
Congress deliberates over the Austin-Wadsworth Bill, the 
Academy believes that this issue of its PROCEEDINGS will be 
particularly helpful in the determination of public policy, for 
it defines America’s problems against the background of ex- 
perience in Britain and Canada. 

The success of the conference at the Hotel Astor, on April 
7, 1943, was largely the result of the effective work of the 
Committee on Program and Arrangements: Owen D. Young, 
Chairman, Miss Ethel Warner, Director, Frank Altschul, 
Nicholas Murray Butler, W. Randolph Burgess, R. D. Calkins, 
Frederic R. Coudert, Frederick C. Crawford, Lewis W. 
Douglas, Marshall Field, Leon Fraser, George L. Harrison, 
Pierre Jay, Frederick P. Keppel, Thomas W. Lamont, Henry 
RK. Luce, Charles Merz, William L. Ransom, George Roberts, 
Alfred P. Sloan, Jr., Arthur Hays Sulzberger, Juan T. Trippe, 
Eliot Wadsworth, Thomas J. Watson, Leo Wolman. To them 
and to the guest speakers, many of whom were already heavily 
burdened with wartime duties, the Academy expresses its 


gratitude. 
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